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r»i!::FiauTxoiTAL  military  tribttnal  po»  "^ast 

Tir'  T’yn’-'-L  STARTS  0?  AI'^RICA,  et  al 

••  V3  - 

/ 

AHAKI,  S.i'.;ao,  et  ai 

Sworn  Deposition 

Deponent  ;  --  ISKII  Laburo 

Having  first  duly  sworn  nn  oath  as  on  attached  sheet  and 
in  accofdenoe  with  the  procedure  followed  in  my  co\intry  I 
hereby  depose  as  follows. 


(I)  Career— ,  six  times  (the  Selyukal  Parity) .  ; 

With  ths  forirjation  of  a  cabinet  by  Viscount  Saito  (Vay,  j,. 

■ 

1933)  became  councillor  of  ^'ar  rinistry,  rpslorned  ^rom  it 
about  middle  of  General  Ha^ashl’s  ministration  of  the 
Department?  never  in  gov'^rnment  service  ever  since. 


(II)  Relation  with  Oen.  ARAKI . 

Though  acq-aainted  with  General  ARAKI  when  he  was  still  a 
colonel,  not  so  much  on  Intimate  terms  with  him  before  the 
organization  of  the  Inulcai  Cabinet.  After  the  Cabinet 

was  lornjfcd,  often  had  chats  with  him  as  an  V.F.  of  the  Selyukal 
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Trans  la  by 

Dofpnse  Language  Branch 


il.'!:”r’iaUT‘j:OlTAL  MILITARY'  TRIHDNAL  PO®  TH^  ""AST 

Tir'  STAIN’S  0?  Ai:^®IGA,  et  al 


ARAKI,  Sauao,  eb  ai 


Sworn  Deposition 

Deponent  ;  --  ISFII  Laburo 
Lii'st  duly  swoiM  an  oath  as  on  attached  sheet  and 
In  accol’dence  with  the  procedure  followed  In  my  country  I 
hereby  depcae  ao  follows* 

(I)  Career— H.P.,  six  times  (the  Seijnikal  Par-ty) . 

with  ths  foim^ition  of  a  cabinet  by  Viscount  Salto  (fay, 
1933)  became  councillor  of  ^'ar  ministry,  r? signed  from  It 
about  middle  of  General  Fa^jashl's  ministration  of  the 
Departmentt  never  in  gov'^rnment  service  ever  since. 

(II)  Relation  with  Gen.  ARAKI. 

TVxOugh  acquainted  with  General  ARAKI  when  he  v/as  still  a 
colonel,  not  so  much  on  intimate  terms  with  him  before  the 
organization  of  the  Inulcai  Cabinet.  After  the  IT"tt;aI  Cabinet 
was  ioriiied^  often  had  chats  with  him  as  an  '".F.  of  the  Seiyukal 
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■"•xh,  Wo, 

Trans  la  by 
Dfifpnse  Language  Branch 


ri!!::Fm'IATj:01!A,L  MILITARY’  TRIBUNAL  F0»  ’^AST 


TL"’  TDIiV.-V’D  STA'iFS  OF  AI’^RICA,  et  al 


ARAKX .  ^iX'.idiO ,  et  a.. 

Sworn  Deposition 

Deponent  ;  --  ISKII  La bur o 

Havir.g  first  du'iy  swoi’n  an  oath  as  on  attached  sheet  and 
in  accordence  with  the  procedure  followed  In  my  country  I 
hereby  depoae  as  follows. 


(I)  Career— F.P.,  six  times  (the  Selyukal  Party). 

with  ths  foritation  of  a  cabinet  by  Viscount  Salto  (fay, 
1933)  became  councillor  of  ^'ar  Klnlstry,  resigned  ^rom  It 
about  middle  of  General  Hoyashl's  ministration  of  the 
Department «  never  In  government  service  ever  since. 

(II)  Relation  with  Oen.  ARAFI. 

Though  acquainted  with  General  ARAKI  when  he  was  still  a 
colonel,  not  so  much  on  intimate  terms  with  him  before  the 
organization,  of  the  Inulcal  Cabinet.  After  the  IT^ttaI  Cabinet 
was  lontied^  often  had  chats  with  him  as  an  ''.F.  of  the  Selyukal 

f 
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farty.  'Vhon  the  SAMO  Cabinet  was  organlsed^was  afpblnted 

eounelllor  of  war  Klnlstry  onder  Oen .  APASI,  the  then 

,.,nlsoen,  and  eenved  under  Oen.  A^AKl  till  his  reslanatlon 

.  •  «-h  vear  of  SHaA'A(  1P35)  f  rpmaln^a  in  the 

In  in  -ne  v.h  year  oi  o 

post  n-er  Oen.  hAYACHI  who  suecesded  to  Oen.  AKAII.  an 
resigned  In  the  middle-  of  the  service. 

(Ill)  c-en.  AhArx's  velatlon  with  the  S^IV’JKAI  farty.  Account 

Of  H<s  entering  the  H-YAI  Cabinet.  The  oTlim.I  Isrty  had 

nad  no  relation  wish  General  ASAKI  before  he  became  .ar 

Vlnlster.  After  he  entered  the  INhUAT  Cabinet  scon  after  It 

was  oreanlted,  tho-agh  It  was  natural  that  the  mnabers  of 

the  Stim-AI  Party  had  some  talh  with  him  on  government 

affairs,  no  spe-ilal  connection  could  b/.seen  between  them 

u  '-r  Mneif  and  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 

as  regards  the  pavoy  itoeii  anu 

fp  +KO  na-tVf  '"i^en  Oen.  AT^AKI  entered  the 
the  huKineaa  o.  -.i.  pa^  y 

^iyp«x  cabinet,  many  V.nda  of  rumor  were  talked  about  It 
theae  tl«s.  3ut  1  Vnew  on  entering  the  .ar  Vlniatry  that 
Ma  entrsnca  Into  tne  Oahlnat  was  under  suite  the  same 
oircumstanoes  as  when  a^-  ordinary  minister  was  appointed 

out  of  the  Army . 

(IV)  The  Sltimtlon  Viewed  By  the  smiWAl  Party  at  the  Tim, 
When  tne  IhbuAl  Cabinet  was  Formed.. 

The  state  of  affairs  was  already  very  serious  even  before 
.he  .anohurlan  Incident.  Opinions  prevailed  a^ong  the  nation 
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disapproval  of  political  parties,  protesting  against  the 
mnrmneas  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the  government  and 
complaining  of  the  tyranny  of  Zalbatsu,  The  prestige  of 
the  government  was  on  the  decline.  Since  the  outbreak  of 
the  Ino'icent,  the  SKIYtUCAI  Party  wished  to  solve  the  Incident 
rapidly  hy  promoting  the  positive  foreign  policy.  But  it 
being  gi-eO-.-aily  expanded,  the  relation  with  the  League  of 
Nations  becoming  worse  and  worse,  the  party  conceived  an 
appropriate  plan  to  r.seh  the  situation  together  wJth  the 
solution  of  the  problem  of  gol^  embargo,  because  5t  was  ludged 
that  any  ordinary  method  could  no  more  be  adopted.  To  save 
the  situation,  the  party  therefore  decided  to  present  a 
united  front  plan  and  some  claimed  that  coalition  cabinet 
should  to  forraoU  with  the  ylnselto  Party  with  the  unsuccessful 
result  c.f  opposed  opinions  of  both  parties.  It  was  rather 
because  each  party  was  keeping  its  own  countenance,  and  the 
KINS^'ITO  Party  be  came  Opposed  to  it  later.  This  caused  the 
general  i^signation  of  the  ’^'AKATSTTKI  Cabinet  of  the  KINSt'ITO 
and  then  the  INUKAI  Cabinet  succeeded  it. 


(7)  Policies  Adopted  By  the  INTTCAI  CABINET, 

Taking  the  general  situation  into  consideration,  the 
S^IYin^AI  Cabinet,  with  its  gold  embargo  policy,  decided  to 
settle  the  T'anohurlan  Incident  as  quickly  as  possible.  Not 
only  did  It  pursue  the  coyrse  to  that  end  b-r  suppressing 
battles  in  Vanchuria  and  thereby  adjusting  the  International 
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affairs,  It  also  had  to  deal  with  the  Chlnchou  problem  which 
was  then  In  a  high  state  of  tenslonr-the  fate  both  •  Japanese 
residents  and  army  were  dependent  upon  it. 

(VI ;  Kv'-*’  Y/AS  -Hf*'  R}-*LATI01J  ARAKI  AND  NR.  INTTKAI? 

T.vive  had  been  no  special  personal  relation  between  the 
two  till  the  establishment  of  the  INTTKiT  Cabinet.  After  the 
birth  of  i.h9  Cabinet,  as  the  abr've-rrentlone'’  government 
principles  must  be  carried  out  by  the  activities  of  the  Army, 
the  premier  put  his  trust  in  the  General  and  asked  his 
cooperation.  The  Premier,  himself  the  admitted  authority 
on  Chinese  affairs,  seemed  to  have  his  own  plan  in  his  mind. 
General  A5w4KI,  also  respsoted  Nr.  IWUKAI  as  a  man  of  character 
and  learning. 

Hs  was  earnest  about  measures  to  be  taken;  and  he  told 
his  candid  opl:iloiiS  as  he  v/as  very  straightforward  in 
character.  It  is  believed  that  both  opened  their  heatt. 

Kr .  INDKAI  had  a  deep  knowledge  of  ink-stones,  calligraphy 
and  sworsi.s,  and  Nr.  ARAKI  was  also  a  lover  of  these.  They 
had  the  same  taste . 

A  few  days  before  the  assosslnatlon  of  Premier  P’TTKAI, 
they  are  supposed  to  have  promised  to  make  an  evening  of  it 
with  the  object  of  talking  about  them  and  the  current 
situation. 

’iVhPn  the  Vay  15th  Incident  happened,  f'lnlster  ARAKI 
lamented  deeply  over  his  death  saying  he  felt  so  sorry  that 
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th«  as.a.8ln.tlor,  aaa  caused  by  the  reokleaa  participation  of 
cadets  In.-pltc  of  yourg  officers-  dlepaeclonate  attitude  and 

their  no  ;;oininK  m . 

(V-;,  v::gv.la;.icn  of  Chlnchou  District,  the  Shanghai  Incident, 
eni  setting  Dp  Of  “ilanchoukuo" 

ahen  •.hcte  Seaprened,  I  «ae  not  a  councillor  yet  and  eo  . 

I  an.  nor,  at  all  aura  »hat  tha  Inner  state  of  matters  In  the 
army  was.  But  as  I  was  a  memter  of  party  and  also  an 

_  I  .  inl-ormstloni:  By  the  regulation  of  Ohlnohou 

District,  the  crisis  of  tie  fate  of  Japanese  residents  there 
was  tided  over  escaped.  The  ;t-hanglaai  Incident  came  to  an 
erd.  It  was  entirely  due  to  the  firm  resolution  of  the  War 
Klnleter.  Tne  party  was  n'o  doubt  satisfactory  with  It. 

There  were,  however,  some  among  the  memhers  of  the  party  who 
eomrlalnod  of  toe  decisive  measures  taken  by  the  minister 
when  he  carried  out  = oar  lets  withdrawal  of  the  troops 

renouncing  the  rights  stipulated  In  the  truce  pact. 

*  •«  •I'b  a  in  K orthoQS torn 

When  the  question  arose  to  set  ap  a  staT^e 

China,  Premier  RMeuanewi  a  cautions  attitude.  But 

owing  to  the  very  earnest  wish  of  the  people  there,  he 

regarded  it  an  inevlcnhle  step  to  maintain  peace  and  order 

...  a  «  Vh-ee-yi  Rooeciully,  with  Kr.  Henry  Pu 

by  estf.cii'jnlng  a  new  {..earc.  ifappt-xuixjr , 

Yl  as  Chior  U-xecutive  Hanchurta  gained  a  little  peace,  so 
the  Pre®^er  wished  the  newly- founded  state  tc  become 
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consolidated  so  as  not  to  be  disturbed  again.  In  this 
connection,  he  said  the  Klnlster  of  War  was  of  the  same 
opinion  as  his. 

(VITI)  Main  Invents  Happened  While  Taking  Office  as  Councillor. 

(I)  Recognition  Of  "ManchouVcuo”  . 

(a)  "Manchoukuo”  was  bom  during  the  administration  of 
the  INUKAI  Cabinet,  and  the  public  opinions  took  a  good  deal 
of  interest  In  the  question  of  Its  recognition. 

The  policy  adopted  by  the  S>alto  Cabinet  was  the  same 
with  that  of  the  preceding  cabinet.  It  being  to  settle  the 
situation  and  to  harmonize  affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
war  Minister  ARAKI  who  remained  In  office  In  the  succeeding 
cabinet  considered  that  maintenance  of  peace  and  order  In 
Manchuria  and  reconciliation  of  international  relations  to 
be  two  Important  points.  He  did  his  best  to  reduce  the  field 
oi  operations  to  case  hostilities.  He  always  asked  the 
General  Staff  Office  and  the  Foreign  Ministry  to  follow  this 
policy,  public  opinion  was  aroused  against  It.  In  the 
capacity  of  War  Minister  Mr.  AHAKI  often  told  me  as  follows, 
in  our  country  various  affairs  followed  the  March  Incident. 

It  was  due  to  our  poor  adn inlstratlon  at  home  and  abroad  for 
a  long  time.  Therefore  It  was  difficult  to  settle  them. 

The  Manchurian  Incident  was  also  developing  Into  different 
phases.  Under  such  circumstances  any  disturbances  in  the 

-  6  - 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/9b5ff0/ 


\  ^ 


D'R’F.  toe.  /^2572 

country  should  be  prevented.  For  this  purpose  the  public 
should  fully  recognize  the  situation  and  be  prudent.  Paying 
c-.-'Ciul  ai;tentlon  upon  Japan's  international  relations,  he 
Qdvlfed  u3  an  that  we  should  be  prudent.  7<=>cognit  1  on  was 
r- solved  v;he  sixty-second  session  in  June.  Krr)\VA,  Vu.li 
of  the  U'.’iyi'IuiI  Party,  yAT.'»JI,  Joji*  IINS'^TTO  Party 

'  and  I^aninhlro  of  the  .3hatel-Tai8hu( Social  rasa)  Forty 

made  speecnes  representing  their  respective  parties. 

(b)  Residents  of  the  front  line  in  the  actual  spot  asked 
the  government  to  recognize  the  newly  founded  political  power, 
for  in  order  to  keep  peace  and  order  there  it  was  necessary 

f 

to  strengthen  it.  The  informations  in  this  regard  often 
reached  the  government  political  parties  and  the  Army. 

(c;  Taking  into  account  the  Intentions  of  the  people  at 
the  actual  spot,  the  Diet,  the  Foreign,  Wavy  and  var  fnlnlsters  , 
the  Government  tried  to  iraC'e  a  plan  in  consid*^ ration  of 
Japan's  relation  wiuh  the  League  of  Nations. 

In  view  of  the  general  tendency,  the  \r*ry,  too,  agreed 
with  it  on  condition  that  peace  and  orde^’  there  should  not 
be  disturbed.  GeneT«al  agreement  was  reached.  In  Aug\ist,  the 
cabinet  conference  made  diolslon  and  it  was  publicly  announced 
at  home  and  abroad.  And  at  length  on  Sept.  15,  the  state  was 
recognized.  Concerning  this,  Foreign  Minister  viscount  Fchida 
gave  his  opinion  at  the  sixty-third  session  of  the  Diet  on 

Axiguat  20, 
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A8  an  International  problem  this  should  bo  handled 
by  the  Foreign  Office  but  in  point  of  keeping  peace  and 
order  it  had  to  be  treated  by  the  War  Ministry.  There 
had  been  business  negotlntlona  between  the  two.  Some¬ 
thing  like  a  committee  mis  formed  chiefly  by  the  Finance 
and  other  Ministries  with  the  object  of  deliberating 
measures.  The  Chief  Seci'etary  of  the  Cabinet  was 
responsible  for  its  buD5ne8S.  And  moreover  the  ^’'ar 
Minister  exchanged  opinions  with  the  General  Staff.  . 

Office  with  a  view  to  making  stops  perfect  for  peace  and 
order.  Their  views  agreed  and  flnn?'*'r  It  was  realized. 

The  plan  was  presented  to  the  cabinet  council  by  the 
Foreign  Minister  and  was  decided, 

(2)  Regulation  of  Jehol  And  Tangku  Treaty. 

(a)  After  the  recognition  of  •'Manchoukuo”  ,  t’ •  ‘vi 
took  part  principally  in  maintenance  of  peace  and  oi*dor 
in  Memchuria  within  the  limits  of  the  protocol  agreed 

between  Japan  and  "Manchoukuo” . 

(b)  The  government  edthorltles  seemed  to  have  intended 
to  solve  the  problem  of  ate 3  zing  Jehol  as  a  diplomatic 
question.  However,  the  un fn -  jurable  attitude  of  the 
League  of  Nations  made  Cht'.r,j  Ilnsueh-llang  assume  anti- 
Japanese  and  antl-’'Morchoukuo*'  actions  Influenced  by  the 
League’s  atmosphere. 
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AS  the  result,  poraeoutlons  eselh=‘ 

occurred  cverjT»hero  and  the  situation  In  Johol  became  vo  y 

dangerous.  Military  actions  by  tho  combined  troops  of 

yspan  and  -Manchouhuo"  based  on  the  ptotecol  »ere  agdln 

w  In  ♦•he  0th  y’ar  of  Showa  (1934),  and 

taken  In  February  In  the  utn  y  ar 

offrr  about  two  weeks  time,  I  am 
peace  was  restored  after  sdoul 

not  well  acquainted  with  the  actions. 

(0)  The  war  Minister  made  an  effort  so  that  the 

incident  might  not  be  expanded,  by  closely  heeplng  In 
touch  with  the  Headquarters  of  tho  General  staff  and 
successfully  prevented  It  from  expanding  Into  the  Great 
wall  beyond  the  Province  of  Jehol. 

(a,  a  little  while,  hostilities  were  suspended  by 

the  Tongku  Treaty,  and  after  that  no  engagements  ceuld  not 

be  wltnoaaed  both  formally  and  practically. 

After  ho  entered  the  cabinet.  It  was  the  final  ou.h  c. 
of  the  Minister  of  War  to  put  an  end  to  the  battles  os 

soon  as  possible.  He  forget  his  own  comforts  In  settling 

m  1.4  11  n  fruce  treaty  was  concluded, 
the  Manchurian  problems  till  a  tru 

(5,  japan -s  Wlthdr wal  from  the  League  of  Matlona. 
(a)  The  Minister  of  m-  took  great  pains  to  keep 
harmonious  relations  betueen  .atlons  and.  considering  the 
critical  situation  of  thot  time,  he  hoped  to  attain  his 
object  by  moderating  the  heotod  public  opinions. 
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(b)  At  the  beglnnlnr  of  the  outbreeh  of  the  t-etchetler 
Incident,  something  v.ent  vrOn?  between  Je'en  end  the  League. 
Bombardment  of  Ohinohou  during  the  '"AKATSl’KI  Cabinet 
propaganda  dlsadvantageously  done  by  Chang  Hseuh-llarg 
against  Jarer  caused  much  misunderstanding  among  those  two 
were.not  so  familiar  with  Manchurian  circumstances. 

When,  the  Shanghai  Incident  occured,  the  Army  was  very 
sincere  In  settling  It  but  the  attitude  of  the  League  was 
unfavorable  for  us  and  endeavours  of  the  Foreign  Mlnxstry 
in  this  connection  were  greatly  wanted  by  the  liar  Minis  er. 

(c)  "hile  the  Army  was  busy  handling  matters  In  pertr  r 
ed  Jehol  district,  a  general  meeting  of  the  League  was  held. 
Both  assertdon  and  opinions  of  the  Japanese  plenipotentiary 
could  be  accepted  by  none,  and  prior  to  the  solutlor  o 
erialrs  In  Jehol,  J.pan  was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  the 

The  opinion  held  by  War  Minister  was  only  to  remain 

to  do  our  best  of  get 

in  the  League 'as  far  as  poss  .bl 

It  to  appreciate  the  true  motive  of  our  country. 

Mr.  yosuke  Matsuoka,  ambassador  plenipotentiary,  h 

Pbls  opinion  before  he  left  Je^an  for  Ceneva,  and  the  cabinet 

council  had  supported  it,  too.  Even  after  Jsp.'r 
drawal,  the  War  Minister  hoped  that  some  countepi-meast  re 

would  be  taken  within  the  limited  two  years. 
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(4)  The  Lire  of  Policy  ard  Its  Execution  By  the 
War  Minister. 

(a)  At  the  end  of  ?toy,  the  Tangku  Treaty  was  concluded 
and  military  operation  were  ceased  at  last.  But  to  our 
regret,  Ja^an  had  withdrawn  from  the  League,  so  since  then 
the  Minister  of  War  worked  hard  to  build  up  a  great  principle 
to  bring  forth  everlasting  peace  in  the  East. 

(b)  In  that  summer  he  seemed  to  have  made  various 
preparations  for  it.  Ho  often  exchanged  opinions  with  the 
aged  Finahce  Minister  Koreklyo  Takahashi. 

Talking  of  the  Finance  Minister  in  this  connection,  he 
was  once  President  of  the  Soiyukai  Party,  at  one  time  became 
Prime  Minister,  and  he  was  a  well-known .authority  on  U.S.A. 
Though  ho  had  reached  an  old  age  of  more  than  80  then,  ha 
was  an  influential  vlce-Premler  in  the  SAITO  Cabinet  and 
a  man  of  sincere  and  earnest  character. 

(e)  Mr.  ARAKI  was  then  in  his  50* s  and  very  much 
younger  than  the  Finance  Minister.  Stories  are  often  told 
by  the  cabinet  ministers  who  were  party  men  that  those 
•two  ministers  were  of ter  seen  debating  in  earnest,  but  they 
sympathised  with,  and  trusted  in,  each  other.  Later,  when 
Mr.  Takahashi  was  assassinated  in  the  February  26th  Irci(?3rt 
General  ARAKI,  hearing  that,  felt  sorry  for  his  misfortune 
and  said  if  ho  had  kept  an  Important  position  in  the  Army 
at  that  time,  misunderstandings  would  not  have  been  allowed 

to  cause. 
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(d)  From  the  end  of  September  to  the  beginring  of 
October,  the  V^ar  Mirister  proposed  to  hold  a  Five  Minister 
Gathering  consisting  of  War,  Navy,  Foreign,  Finance  and 
Prime  Ministers.  General  principles  on  the  questions  of 
coalition  with  other  nations  and  of  national  defense,  were 
discussed  and  determined.  It  first 'communique*  was  published 

I 

in  newspapers,  I  think. 

(e)  Than  early  in  December,  soon  after  a  military 
manoeuvres,  the  second  Five  Minister  Gathering  »as  held.  ! 

This  time,  Ministers  of  Home,  Agriculture,  Tar  Finance  : 

together  with  Premier  participated  in  it.  That  was  also 
proposed  by  the  far  Ittnlster,  and  the  chief  object  of  t;he  meet¬ 
ing  was  to  relieve  the  agricultural  districts  which  was  in 
the  most  difficult  condition.  After  about  ten  conferences 
the  general  principle  was  decided.  Because  the  Minister  of  ] 

War  was  himself  a  proposer,  he  was  asked  by  the  Premier  to  i 

take  part  in  the  meeting  regarding  agricultural  administration, 

i 

I  hear.  , 

(f)  He  then  wished  to  hold  meeting  to  discuss  national 

policies  on  the  internal  affairs  and  thoughts.  If  they  could 

be  decided,  he  was  to  present  them  In  the  coming  session  of 

the  Diet.  He  intended  to  propose  a  peace  conference  to  the  j 

world  with  object  of  lightening  the  difficulties  in  the  East  ! 

and  West  and  clearing  the  dark  clouds  away  f’.^t  were  hanging 

over  at  hone  and  abroad.  His  basic  suggestions  of  emergency 
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I  «  » 

policies  he  preser.ted  to  the  Prefer  on  hln  resignation 

Clearly  revealed  this  intention  of  his. 

(g)  As  far  as  I  know,  Japan's  armanent  at  that  tine 

deserved  no  special  mention,  becanse  She  was  then  faced 
with  the  emergency. 

The  Minister  had  his  own  opinion  about  war. 

He  thought  sense  of  morality  In  the  Army-more  Important 

than  general-armaments.  Though  the  Army  on  the  whole  was 

not  necosserily  satisfied.  In  the  7th  and  Ci.«l  r—' 

of  SHCTfA  91932-33)  "Ot  a  little  sum  of  money  was  divided 

to  the  Navy  by  his  courageous  decision.  It  was  not  fro 

the  agreement  on  armament  but  from  the  political  p 

view,  for  Navy  Ministers  twice  to  resign  owing  to  the  troub  e 

caused  by  the  Budget. 

It  was  chiefly  to  prevent  such  resignation  In  view  o 
the  situation  that  he  took  such  a  step.  The  Navy  Minister 
In  the  7th  year  of  Showa  was  Admiral  Okade  and  In  the  t 

year  it  was  Admiral  Osumi. 

(IX)  'mOlE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  -AH  MINISTER'S  RESIGNATION. 

(a)  TO  determine  fundamental  principle  of  the 

international  relations,  calling  a  world  peace  conference 
had  been  Far  Minister's  ardent  wish  but  he  fell 
U1  with  pneumonia  from  January  In  the  9th  year  of  Showa(193 
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He  was  unable  to  attend  the  Diet  session  after  his  Illness  ^ 

and  as  he  thought  delay  In  establishing  national  policies 

ralght  cause  a  misfortune  to  the  Empire  he  selected  his 

successor.  Both  the  government  authorities  and  the  Array 

begged  him  to  stay,  but  his  intention  was  too  strong  to 

allow  himself  to  remain  In  his  office.  It  was  his  belief 

that  the  more  the  establishment  of  national  policies  was 

delayed,  the  more  unfavourable  the  situation  would  be. 

(b)  Some  cabinet  ministers  visited  him  asking  to 
remain  but  It  was  in  vain,  for  the  reason  mentioned  above. 

A  rumor  had  It  that  many  troublesome  questions  were  put  him 
from  the  political  parties  and  that  it  was  the  reason  why 
he  resigned.  I  dare  say  that  It  was  an  utterly  groundless 
rumor,  I,  myself  a  member  of  the  political  party,  c'^n  certify 
it. 

! 

(X)  Though  Mr.  ARAKI  had  no  connection  with  political 
parties,  he  respected  parliamentary  polltici.  He  always 
asked  me,  who  was  a  party  man,  whether  or  not  there  was  any 
way  to  make  election  clean  and  Just,  for  corrupt  election 
would  deteriorate  the  nation.  He  respected  discussions  in 
a  Diet  session,  which  was  In  accordance  with  the  august 
Intentions  of  Emperor  METJI  when  He  said  that  all  measures 
of  government  should  be  decided  by  public  opinion.  Several 
times  the  attended  the  House  of  Representatives  and  asserted 
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that  ad"iinlstrp.tlor  would  made  srnooth  by  rrorsr 
applj cation  of  parliamentarism.  He  was  ready  to  answer 
ever  to  ill’ratrred  Interpellations  till  the  Interpellators 
could  fully  understand.  He  opined  that  Jacan 's . fundamental 
policies  both  Internal  and  external,  which  had  been  at  a' 
deadlock,  should  be  developed  through  the  House  and  that  in 
this  way  the  House  could  recover  Its  credit.  On  account  of 
his  Illness,  however,  he  could  not  afford  to  do  so.  Put  the 
opportunity  should  not  be  lost.  Tith  a  view  to  getting 
national  policies  discussed  in  the  Diet  session,  he  recommend- 

ed  his  successor  to  recuperate  himself.  That  was  why  he 

resigned.  In  those  days  his  absence  In  office  on  account 


of  illness  was  admitted  both  by  the  Cabinet  and  the  House. 
So  he  could  have  remained  in  post. 

(XI)  Interpretation  of  3TT50  (Military  7/ay) 

I  presided  over  a  flnclng-hall  where  many  young 
men  and  children  attended  for  Japanese  fencing.  I  often 
asked  Gen.  ARAKI  to  come  and  make  an  address  at  the  hall. 

Or  such  occasions  he  always  emphasized  that  B^T)0(?Illltary 
ay)  aims  at  cultivation  of  one's  own  virtues.  It  should 
not  be  deteriorated  into  brutal  force,  and  Its  mysteries  lie 
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In  defeating  an  enemy  without  weapons,  or  without  staining 
one's  sword  with  the  enemy's  blood.  After  the  outbreak 
of  the  Pacific  -ar,  when  he  heard  that  tho  remains  of  five 
members  of  our  special  attack  corps  at  Sydney  were  politely  sent 
home,  he  was  muc  h  pleased  saying  that  there  still  flourished 
BnsHIDO(Chivalry  Way)  In  Australia,  and  told  them  all  that 
the  BITSFIDO  should  be  encouraged  all  the  more  In  our  country 
as  It  was  on  the  decline. 

A  moving  picture,  entitled  •» Japan  in  Emergency"  was 
proodrced  while  I  was  a  Army  councillor,  rt  was  based  on 
his  speech  made  at  the  request  of  the  ?»ATNTCHI  Press.  His 
Intentions  lay  In  teaching  our  national  way  of  benevolence 
and  the  fundamental  character  of  the  Imperial  Army,  let 
alone  cognition  of  the  critical  situation.  I  erjoyed  the 
movie  with  those  who  attended  tny  fencing-hall  and  It  ivas 
by  this  picture  that  most  of  us  realized  for  the  first  time 
that  the  Japanese  forces  should  be  a  moral  existence. 

(XII)  On  Guiding  Young  Officers  and  Other  Piilitary 
Personnel. 

(a)  Prom  the  beginning  of  tho  Showa  Era,  high-spirited 
young  officers  of  the  Army  often  visited  their  superlou.s 
without  reserve  and  appealed  their  solicitudes  them.  General 
ARAKI  always  loved  those  young  officers.  Under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances,  ha  listened  to  their  opinions  with  close 
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"ttertlor  enrnestly  endefvom-ed  to  corvlnco  then  of 

<*olnf  tholr  duties  and  warned  ageinst  rash  actions.  He  did 
SO  'Vlth  warrn  sympathy. 

(b)  Especially  after  the  riots  for  assassination  were 
hatched  one  after  another  among  the  people  like  that  of  the 
Ketsumeldan  — Blood-t'nlon  league,  he  was  greatly  anxious 
about  this  state  of  things  and  he  did  his  best  to  keep  an 
aye  upon  yopng  officers  of  the  Army  and  to  guide  them. 
P-bllcly  as  well  as  privately,  he  made  them  not  to  go  astray 
He  asked  even  us  to  persuade  them  when  we  met  them,  rt  was 
evidently  one  of  the  results  of  his  endeavours  that  none  of 
them  took  part  In  the  Hay  15th  Incident.  Some  radical 
elements,  however,  blamed  him  on  grounds  that  the  Senerara 
moder.<it0  attitude  was  took  lukewarm. 

(c)  Ke  also  clrlticlzod  the  world  history  of  the  past 

that  were  full  of  Illegal  actions  and  aggressions,  from 

his  point  Of  view  that  the  Army  was  no  other  than  a  moral 

existence.  Heferrlng  to  tiorld  i,  ^e  warned  the  Army  for 

the  future.  This  caused  the  hlgh-splrlted  youngsters  of 

the  Right  to  attack  him  for  the  reason  that  he  was  too  weak- 
minded. 


<d)  These  culumnles  had  come  to  be  directed  against  the 
Oeneral,  and  some  of  them  were  rather  knavish.  He  was 
Isolated  from  the  current  of  the  time.  His  character  was 
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svch  thnt  he  did  rot.  r^y  so  mtJch  attention  to  them,  taking 
no  special  means  against  his  opponents.  His  acquaintances 
became  rather  irritated  abort  It. 

(XI)  The  Other  Accounts. 

(a)  After  he  resigned  from  his  post,  I  often  visited 
him  and  asked  his  opinion  about  the  situation  He  v/as  opposed 
to  the  expansion  of  the  China  Incident  and  disagreeable  with 
the  Tripartite  Pact.  He  was  very  anxious  about  the  fate 
of  the  Ehnplre  saying  it  might  be  reduced  more  and  more  to  a 
dilemma, 

(b)  When  the  South  Sea  Islands  were  odcupiod  by  the 
Imperial  forces,  hearing  the  over-production  of  gum,  he 
said  that  we  should  like  to  have  such  grace  as  to  present 
the  enemy  with  amount  of  gum  needed  by  then,  together  with 
Invalid  war  prisoners  when  they  were  sent  back.  This,  he 
said,  was  after  the  example  shown  very  long  ago  in  our 
history  by  the  late  Kershln  llesugl,  one  of  the  war  lords  of 
the  Japanese  feudal  times  who  sent  salt  to  his  rival 
Shingen  Takeda.  3y  this,  in  his  opinion,  the  pride  of  the 
Japanese  Army  and  the  true  merit  of  the  Empire  could  be  shown 
ntllllantly.  Once  the  war  had  begun,  it  was  needless  to  say 
v/3  must  fight  it  our  and  win.  Through  admirable  action  of 
the  Army  he  wanted  to  see  the  real  aspects  of  Japan  as  of 
yore  Justified  before  God  and  man  rather  than  victory.  He 
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spoke  it  boldly  to  the  public  strou^h  e'nphr'sized  it  in  his 
private  tolk. 

On  this  £2  day  of  Aun.  19^1 

At  Kenaki^ro 

DEPONENT  /S/  ISHII  Saburo  (seal) 

I»  AP^KI  Teisnke«  hereby  cert5fy  that  the  above 
statement  v'as  s’.vcrn  by  the  Deponent^  who  affixed  his  signature 
and  seal  thereto  in  the  presence  of  this  witness. 

On  the  same  date 

At  same  place  ^ 

Witness I  /S/  ARAKI.  Teisuke  (seal) 

OATH  ' 

In  accordance  ^rlth  my  corsclerce  I  swear  to  tell  the 
whole  truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

/S/  ISFIT  Saburo  (seal) 
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